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OPEN HOUSE WILL DETAIL PLANS TO 

CLOSE OPHIR ABANDONED MINES 
 

 The Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining will hold an open house to present information 
about a proposal to close abandoned mines in Ophir.  The meeting will be held in the Tooele 
City Library, 128 West Vine Street, on January 26, 2005, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 
 The project calls for closing entry to approximately 143 abandoned mine openings in the 
vicinity of the Ophir town site.  Work is expected to begin in the late summer and early fall of 
2005. 
 
 “It’s our intention to maintain the historic features of the mining district,” explained 
Abandoned Mine Reclamation Program Administrator Tony Gallegos.  “Mine openings will be 
closed using a variety of methods such as backfilling, construction of concrete block walls or 
placement of steel grates.” 
 
 People are often attracted to explore abandoned mines, but what seems to be a harmless 
adventure can easily turn to tragedy.  “Old mines present numerous dangers,” Gallegos said.  “A 
roof can fall, side walls may collapse, or vertical shafts obscured by debris or darkness may send 
a person tumbling to their death.”  Oxygen can be limited and toxic gases may accumulate in 
unventilated areas that can easily cause the unwary adventurer to black out.  “There are 
thousands of abandoned mines scattered throughout the state,” noted Gallegos.  “Our slogan is 
good advice, ‘Stay Out and Stay Alive!’” 
 
 For more information about the Ophir Abandoned Mine Reclamation project, contact 
Amber Fortner, project manager, at 801-538-5437. 
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